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SIXTH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS!

Alameda Middle School

Ms. Hall and Mrs. Lockyer

2013-2014

TEXTBOOKS AND NOVELS

Triumphs (Houghton Mifflin)
Amos Fortune, The Westing Game, Code Talkers, Exploring the Titanic, and more…
LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE DESCRIPTION

In Sixth Grade Language Arts, students continue to develop an appreciation of written and spoken language.  As readers, sixth graders experience more sophisticated works of literature for study and analysis in the classroom.  We will read at least ONE novel every trimester as a class, some as a whole class, some independently.  For independent reading, students are required to select FOUR novels of their choice each trimester and complete an AR test.  Students will also review all of the parts of speech, spelling patterns, and explore vocabulary.  They will use media, and technology for expressive, informational, argumentative, critical, and literary purposes. Students will use the stages of the writing process to write clear, coherent drafts and compositions throughout the school year.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to follow these basic rules: 
1. Be Safe!

2. Be Respectful!

3. Be Responsible!

4. Be on time!
5. Be prepared!
6. Follow Directions!

7. Always Do your BEST!
8. HAVE FUN!
GRADING

Grades will be determined by the percentage of total points available. Consistent and timely completion of work is CRITICAL for student success. Quality of work is important. Assignments that are not neat, readable, or are incomplete, will not be accepted.  Class work, tests, quizzes, projects, and essays will determine students’ grades. Assignments are due on the due date AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS. 
The following grading scale will be used: 

A= 90-100% B= 80-89% C= 70-79% D= 60-69% F= <60%

The grade distribution for English Language Arts is as follows:


Reading




40%


Writing




40%





Language/Spelling



20%

MAKE-UP WORK PROCEDURES

If you are planning on being absent the day a project is due, PLEASE PLAN AHEAD AND TURN IT IN A DAY EARLY.  Assignments missed due to excused absences will be accepted within the number of school days the student was absent. For example, if student is absent for two days, they have two days to make up the work once they return. Students are responsible for checking what assignments they missed and picking up necessary materials.
HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

Students should read 30 minutes a night to help them reach their independent reading goal, in addition to unfinished daily work. Also, students can practice spelling words or do spelling activities on www.spellingcity.com.

TEACHER/PARENT COMMUNICATION

We are at school from 8:00 to 4:00 each day. The school’s phone number is 

235-6800 .  You may also email us at hallam@sd25.us or lockyekr@sd25.us.  Please also refer to our class website at alamedasixthgradelanguagearts.weebly.com.  In addition to these resources, you can and should check your student’s progress on the parent portal on Infinite Campus.  This can be found on the school district website at www.d25.k12.id.us
LANGAGE ARTS REQUIRED MATERIALS

· 1- 3 ring binder w/two inside pockets (no bigger than 1½ inch)

· College-ruled notebook paper

· 5 dividers w/tabs for binder

· One large spiral bound notebook with 5 sections

· Pencils with erasers

· Pens (black, red)

· Zipper pouch for writing utensils (3-hole punched to be kept in binder)

· 3 x 5 index cards

· 3 packs of post-it notes

· Thumb drive

· Markers and colored pencils

· Glue sticks
· Highlighters
· TA class- Tissue, Clorox wipes, dry erase marker  
IMPORTANT DATES

Trimester 1: August 28- November 14 (Midterm- October 8th)

Trimester 2: November 18- February 20 (Midterm-January 10th)

Trimester 3: February 24- May 21 (Midterm-April 11th
Dear Alameda Parents/Guardians,
This course is designed to challenge students to think critically and to apply what they have learned in class to become more confident and qualified thinkers, listeners, speakers, readers, and writers.  We want them to proofread their work carefully, use vivid vocabulary, and focus on content.  If at any time you would like to meet with us to discuss your child’s progress within the course, please feel free to contact us using the information at the top of this syllabus.

We are looking forward to teaching your child this year.  We are very passionate about students’ success in education and hope to share this enthusiasm with your child.  We hope that the upcoming year will prove to be interesting, productive, and fun! 

Sincerely,

Ms. Hall and Mrs. Lockyer
We have read and understand Alameda Sixth Grade Language Arts syllabus.  We agree to follow these rules and expectations.

Student Signature:______________________Date:_____________

Parent Signature:______________________Date:______________
Dear Alameda Parents/Guardians,
This course is designed to challenge students to think critically and to apply what they have learned in class to become more confident and qualified thinkers, listeners, speakers, readers, and writers.  We want them to proofread their work carefully, use vivid vocabulary, and focus on content rather than length of written assignments.  If at any time you would like to meet with us to discuss your child’s progress within the course, please feel free to contact us using the information at the top of this syllabus.

We are looking forward to teaching your child this year.  We are very passionate about students’ success in education and hope to share this enthusiasm with your child.  We hope that the upcoming year will prove to be interesting, productive, and fun! 

Sincerely,

Ms. Hall and Mrs. Lockyer

We have read and understand Alameda Sixth Grade Language Arts syllabus.  We agree to follow these rules and expectations.
Student Signature:______________________Date:_____________

Parent Signature:______________________Date:_____________
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